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OCCA & SECCCS Summer 2019 Camping Trip
by Nancy Song

After more than 4 months of preparation,
the Orange County Chinese Association
(OCCA) and the Southeastern Connecticut
Chinese Culture Society (SECCCS) held
their first joint summer camping trip at
Hammonasset Beach State Park in Madison,
CT from Friday, August 9" to Sunday,
August 11", The event was organized by
SECCCS Chairman Mr. Xidong Feng and
OCCA President Mr. Kangjian Wu and
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made possible through the efforts of the two
associations’ many volunteers. This year
marked the first time that SECCCS had
invited its friends from OCCA — most of
whom spent 2-3 hours traveling from New
York — to enjoy the natural wonders of the
beach and park together, as well as
participate in a unique interstate exchange of
stories, experiences, and ideas for the future
of the Chinese community.

(cont. on page 5)

Above: OCCA visited Jones Beach on Saturday, July 13, 2019. Full article on page 8.
Left: OCCA performed outreach during New Windsor Community Day on Saturday,
August 24, 2019. More photos in Community News, page 13.
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OCCS FACULTY MEETING ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 31
OCCS 2019 FALL SEMESTER STARTS ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 @ 9:30 AM
MID-AUTUMN FESTIVAL CELEBRATION ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
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(cont. from page 1 — “OCCA & SECCCS Summer 2019 Camping Trip”)

When families began to arrive to the campsite on
Friday evening, they set up their tents and camping
gear while helping first-time campers get situated in
the outdoors. The rest of the night was spent eating
dinner provided by the association, roasting

marshmallows by the fire, celebrating the birthday

of OCCS student, Alyssa Chen, and taking in the
sight of the starry night sky.

The following day, a few families decided to take
an early morning visit to the beach, which was only
a short 10-minute walk away. Upon returning to the
campsite, the OCCA members ate breakfast,
practiced tai chi, and changed into their swimming
suits in anticipation for what would happen later that
day. The OCCA flag was removed from its post and
carried to its new location at Pavilion #3, where the
SECCCS members would soon arrive beginning at
noon. During this time, many families visited the
beach that was almost entirely covered in shells and
tried to swim in the cool waters of the ocean, only to
be tossed about in the large waves. The time spent at
the beach proved to be relaxing for everyone, from
the children building sandcastles to the adults
engaged in casual conversation by the seashore.

By lunchtime, more than 200 people had
gathered at the pavilion, ready to eat and make
unforgettable memories together. Members from
OCCA and SECCCS were encouraged to wear
nametags to identify themselves and which
association they belonged to. The barbecue lunch
consisted of hot dogs, chicken wings, chicken buns,
cucumbers, and brownies among other homemade
dishes. Plain and pepperoni pizza were eventually
delivered about a half hour later, to everyone’s joy.

For the rest of the afternoon, people of all ages
participated in a variety of recreational activities.

The constant wind allowed visitors all over the park
to fly their kites, and several children who had
brought their own kite were absolutely determined
to get it up in the sky as well. After nearly 45
minutes of repeated failure, the group of children
finally succeeded in flying the kite. Another
highlight of the afternoon was bocce, a ball sport
originating from Ancient Rome that was passed
down through Italian immigrants. The OCCA adults
enjoyed seeing how close they could throw a ball to
its target (the jack) so much that they even
suggested purchasing their own bocce ball set for
back home. Other games that OCCA and SECCCS
members played together were volleyball, tug of
war, and soccer.

Shortly before dinner began, OCCA President
Mr. Kangjian Wu suggested that we sing the OCCA
Anthem in Chinese and English for the members of
SECCCS. After finding the lyrics online and a
suitable audio recording of the anthem by Mr. Ke
Pei, the anthem’s composer, both young and older

OCCA members immediately set out to work on
copying the lyrics down and practicing the song
together. Although no one had brought a speaker,
the piano accompaniment could be amplified using

| a megaphone. Finally, the members of the OCCA

sang the anthem for their Connecticut friends and
were met with great applause and cheer. Albeit not a
flawless rendition, everyone had appreciated the
level of pride and passion the OCCA had for its
people and location in Orange County, NY.

As the picnic winded down, some families took
one last visit to the beach to go swimming again and
witness the beautiful sunset. The temperature of the
ocean felt significantly colder than it had been
earlier in the day and the waves were much more
subdued. Using the sunset and the waves as a
backdrop, people did not hesitate at all in taking as
many photos as they could before the sun
completely disappeared. The families then walked
back to the campsite, satisfied with how they had
spent their day with their friends at the beach.

Overall, the long-anticipated OCCA and
SECCCS joint summer camping trip was a
triumphant success, where both associations had the
opportunity to enjoy each other’s company in the
outdoors. With loving arms, SECCCS was more
than willing to welcome OCCA to its picnic, and the
whole experience of visiting a new place away from
work, school, and home turned out to be a very
rewarding trip for the OCCA members who had
traveled all the way from New York. We thank both
associations for planning this camping trip, and we
look forward to visiting SECCCS at Hammonasset
Beach State Park again next year. We also welcome
our SECCCS friends to visit us in New York and
join some activities organized by OCCA!
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One Final Farewell for Our Friends
by Nancy Song

On Sunday, August 11, 2019, OCCA held a
farewell lunch party for OCCA Board Member
Mr. Chenghua Deng and OCCA Adviser Mr. Jim
Jiang at Okaeri Sushi Hibachi in Monroe, NY. The
purpose of the celebration was to commend them
on their great contributions to the local Chinese
community and to wish them the best on their
future endeavors. Jim has been employed at
Janssen Inc., a pharmaceutical company of
Johnson & Johnson, in Malvern, PA since May
2019, while Chenghua and his family will move to
Massachusetts, where his new job is located.
About 20 people attended the celebration and were
treated to sushi, hibachi, and wine courtesy of
OCCA President Mr. Kangjian Wu. It was
bittersweet saying goodbye to two people who
have worked so hard to serve the community for
S0 many years, but we can always remember the
good times we shared, the small and large victories
we had, and the legacy imparted to us from their
devotion to our community. We will miss you,
Chenghua and Jim, and we wish you all the best!
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OCCA 2019 Jones Beach Outing
by Sunny Shi

The time had come again for OCCA’s annual
trip to Jones Beach State Park in Wantagh, NY.
When we arrived, we first had a picnic full of
delicious grilled meats and snacks. Some of us
went crab-fishing while we waited for the meats
to be grilled. The smell in the air was
mouthwatering and the feeling in the air was
exceedingly jovial. Children ran around with
smiles fixed onto their faces and the adults
watched them with serene looks of their faces. It
was truly a moment of happiness for everyone
who attended. After the barbecue, the lot of us
headed to the actual beach and there we played
in the ocean. Unfortunately, the waves that day
were colossal, but the daredevils of our group
still managed to have a good time. Sandcastles
and grins were seen left and right. Overall, the
experience was an unforgettable one and we are
all excited for next year’s outing.
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Community News

NEW

g YORK $6,250 from the New York State Office
Congratulations to Amy Wu (center), whose Columbia University team 2 ) of Children and Family $erVIces (OCFS)
won 1% place in the 2019 Design by Biomedical Undergraduate Teams Office of Children and Orange County Tourism. The Orange
(DEBUT) Challenge with Intouch: An Intubation Guidance System, a and Family Services  County Tourism grant is credited to Jim
“smart” laryngoscope blade to help the novice intubist achieve accurate Jiang while the New York State OCFS
placement without expertise during intubation. The team will be awarded ORNIETGOI0INERY  grant is credited to both Jim Jiang and
the Stephen H. Krosnick Prize of $20,000 during a ceremony at the annual Lot =) Senator James Skoufis. Thank you for
Biomedical Engineering Society (BMES) conference in October. Y securing this funding for OCCAL

OCCA OQutreach on New Windsor Community Day (August 24, 2019)

D=z

Orange County Chinese Asso. *

| www.OCCANY.org
R ——

Thank you to
our volunteers
who helped us!

Qian He
Zhenghui Li
Angela Qiu
Pin Shi
Sunny Shi
Nancy Song
Andy Wang
Vicky Wong
Kevin Wu
Darren Zhang
Gary Zhang
Guiying Zhang, etc.
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On Saturday, August 17, 2019, OCCCC held an afternoon concert filled with instrumental, choral, and Chinese yo-yo performances at
the New Windsor Country Inn. Two hours later at Joseph Shih’s house, Nancy Song presented her 2" seminar in the Christian Dating
& Marriage series to the OCCCC youth titled, “Premarital Boundaries for the Dating Couple”. This seminar served as a follow-up to
the 15 seminar, “Practical Premarital Advice for the Young & Unmarried”, given 3 weeks prior. The rest of the day was spent eating

barbecue, celebrating Rachel Shih’s recent high school graduation and birthday, and enjoying each other’s company as the sun set.
. —
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OCCA Youth Summer Internship Reflections

Kevin Huang:

This summer, | had the great opportunity to intern at
Senator Skoufis’ office with the rest of his staff and had
a very enjoyable experience. Over the two months during
which | interned, | was able to work on interesting
projects, whether it be researching the water crisis in
Newburgh or setting up our own community outreach
event. The main reason that | had such an enjoyable and
memorable experience interning was because of the
people around me. | learned the importance of having a
good team and a good work environment. | got to know
Skoufis’ staff and they were all great, kind, funny, and
dependable people. They always made me feel
comfortable and would help me if | had any problems.
The same applied to my fellow interns. Being
surrounded with great people makes me feel more
motivated to do more and better work. Even though we
would get tedious work sometimes, being around people
who | was comfortable with made it more tolerable and
even fun. We would often fold and mail letters to Sen.
Skoufis’ supporters, often hundreds at a time. This type
of work is tedious, but | have realized that it is important
and necessary as community outreach is an important
way for Sen. Skoufis and his staff to show gratitude to
his supporters. Sen. Skoufis also held many events, one
of them being Skoufis on the Streets, where he would go
out into the public and speak on his policies and answer
any questions that people had for him. | was able to
attend Skoufis on the Streets in Cornwall and | learned a
lot about his policies and how he plans to implement
them, such as making marijuana legal, requiring that
students be vaccinated to attend public schools, making
healthcare affordable to everyone, and the importance of
stopping climate change. | am very grateful for the
opportunity to intern under Sen. James Skoufis. He is a
very remarkable man and has accomplished so much at
such a young age. | am glad to have been able to meet
him and get to know him a little and | hope | can intern
under him next summer as well.

Stephanie Peng:

The summer I spent at Senator James Skoufis’
Haverstraw and Newburgh offices was very rewarding in
many ways. The friendly staff and other hardworking
interns made this internship both fun and full of
experience.

Interns are assigned daily tasks such as sorting
through databases and organizing spreadsheets, as well
as designing flyers and creating ideas for future events.
Interns also accompanied fellow staff and Skoufis to
local events, where they would aid the Senator by
helping locals discover the benefits that Skoufis’ senate
district offers. The internship has taught me aspects of
leadership through group projects, creativity in certain
tasks involving artistic ability, social skills when
speaking to certain constituents about local issues,
amongst many other skills in the office. | am very
grateful for this opportunity and hope to return to the
office again in the summer of 2020.

Jenny Song:

As one of the OCCA youth Summer Internship
participants, | was lucky to be able to work in Dr. Jenny
Lu’s office throughout the past two months.

Even though most people would think my tasks were
mundane, trivial, and repetitive, each day was special.
Aside from filing charts, calling patients, and faxing
papers, | even got to shadow Dr. Lu and sit in with some
of her patients’ appointments. 1 learned about new
medications and treatments from Suboxone to

phentermine. | was awed by how much knowledge and
professionalism Dr. Lu had, as well as how much her
patients valued and respected her. | was also taught how
to write prescriptions, which | thought was exciting.
Everyone working there accepted me, guided me, and
made me feel as if | were one of their coworkers. | got to
watch up close how to draw up a syringe, measure blood
pressure, and even how to draw blood. Most of the time,
the office was extremely busy with work and patients. |
often felt like the phones would never stop ringing.
There were also times when we had to deal with
especially rude or demanding patients, but we always
took care of them. These chaotic moments brought the
team even closer, | felt. It was so rewarding at the end of
the day, after the last patient had left, and things had
finally calmed down. Aside from work, we talked about
our personal lives: pets, family, vacations. Each person |
worked with was very kind, patient, and most of all,
hardworking.

It was a great learning opportunity and a rewarding
experience that | highly value and appreciate. | thank
OCCA for creating summer internship opportunities for
us. | thank Dr. Lu and her team for all that they have
done for me. | also want to thank my mom, who drove
me 30 minutes to and from the office 3 or 4 days per
week. We even got into a car accident one morning.
Thank God that no one got injured and since it was the
other driver’s fault, his insurance company accepted
100% liability including a directly billed rental car to use
while my mom’s car was in the body shop for repairing.
Overall, | learned a lot and enjoyed my time there very
much. I will visit Dr. Lu and her team from time to time.

Andy Wang:

In the summer of 2019, from July to August, | had the
experience and privilege of being an intern to Senator
James Skoufis, working two times a week. | worked
alongside other interns for 4 hours each day. This
internship included working in an office.

During the internship, we provided assistance in the
office and worked on numerous projects. We helped
stuff letters that were to be sent to certain residents, and
we also gathered information for projects, such as the
Mobile Home Project and the Cell Phone Service
Project, and put them into a document. We were
assigned group projects in which two interns worked
together on a certain task. One of the projects was a
research project, where interns had to research an issue
in NYS and compose a one-pager and a Google Slides
presentation. My group selected and worked on the topic
“Climate Change”. Each group formally presented their
project on August 12", In addition, the head of the
internship assigned us a community outreach project,
where each group was required to write a one-pager
proposing a public event that was to be carried out. My
group proposed a visit to West Point Academy by James
Skoufis. Finally, | was also assigned to attend meetings
and take notes on the conversations. These meetings
ranged from topics such as the Black Rock Forest to the
issue of online stalking. Overall, this internship helped
improve my communication, listening, cooperation, and
note-taking skills. It was very interesting and relatively
challenging for me.

I would like to thank Senator James Skoufis and Leah
Goldman for allowing me to work at this internship, and
all the staff members that aided me during the various
projects assigned.

From July to August 2019, | had the privilege of
interning at Stevens Institute of Technology. | worked
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two times a week alongside two other interns, and under
the guidance of Dr. Gan Zhou. This modern institution is
located in Hoboken, New Jersey, and it focuses on the
medical field, specifically cell study, biomedical
engineering, biology, and chemistry.

During the two months spent at the lab, | learned
numerous things about the medical field, such as how to
make and prepare cell samples, and how to operate tools
such as centrifuges, pipettes, and other lab equipment.
Additionally, we worked with SEMs (Scanning Electron
Microscope) to view samples, and worked on
electrospinning, which is using electricity to spin a
substance to produce nanofibers onto a collector. We
also worked with various chemicals and substances and
learned about their uses and properties. Although this
internship felt daunting at first, the overall experience
was very enriching and interesting, and | have gained
much knowledge and appreciation for this field in
science.

I would like to sincerely thank Wu Kangjian and Dr.
Yu for their generosity in giving me this opportunity.
Furthermore, | would specifically like to acknowledge
Dr. Gan Zhou for instructing me during the experiments
and lab work and helping me learn more about the
medical field.

Tiffany Yang:

When in high school, you are constantly asked about
your future plans, what you’d like to pursue as a career,
etc. Politics has always been something that | have
steered clear from and avoided. | never liked political
talk, nor have | ever had any interest in the messy world
that is our government. Hence why signing up for this
internship in April wasn’t too appealing to me besides
the addition of “Interning with the Senator” on my
college application and resume. Then came June, the
start of my internship, where my opinions on politics
were completely flipped. | began my internship early in
late June to assist them in some large projects they had
planned. The projects that | have been able to help out
with include sending letters congratulating graduates,
collecting and processing numerous amounts of data, and
in general just showing the community that “yes, we
care” and “yes, we know you’re there”. I was able to see
how much effort truly goes into every project: the
planning, executing, and delivering. In addition to this, |
also got the opportunity to meet and understand so many
different constituents throughout our senator’s district, as
well as the opportunity to help so many different people
with a variety of things: from helping families with
difficult landlords, to helping our local EMT and
businesses. In mid-July, when the Senator came back
into the office, we were also able to sit-in on some of his
constituent meetings and help take notes. This showed
me that there is a lot more happening in the background
of our district than what meets the eye. Through
interning | was also able to meet great people at Senator
Skoufis’ office. I was also able to read in on what it takes
to run an office with staff, as well as what each of the
staff members did and how it all tied together. This has
also shown me how every member of an office team is
essential to the inner workings of the office, and how
everyone makes a strong impact... no matter your role.
Politics to me is now more than just a popularity contest,
but rather a chance to help people and show them you
care. Interning at Senator Skoufis’ office has opened my
eyes to a whole new career path, as well as given me the
opportunity to really see the dedication and commitment
that is put into improving our community and peoples’
well-beings.
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We offer the following 5-student online Group Lessons: We offer One-to-One online tutoring service
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OCCA Members 10% Off with OCCA 2019 Membership ID
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211 Bistro

“ | Sushi * Thai * \ok * Ggrill * Gerving e ¢ Beer

www.asian211bistro.com wje
254 Rt. 211 East | Middletown | 845.343.1339

117 EXEGUTIVE DRIVE, SUITE 100 | NEW WINDSOR, NY. 12553
RIVERREALTY.COM

THE ORANGE COUNTY CHINESE ASSOCIATION (OCCA) IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION WITH 33 YEARS OF
HISTORY. OCCA’S MISSION IS TO PROVIDE CULTURAL, EDUCATIONAL, AND OTHER INSTITUTIONAL PROGRAMS TO
PROMOTE CHINESE CULTURE AND HERITAGE WHILE ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF LIFE WITHIN OUR COMMUNITY.
THIS IS CARRIED OUT THROUGH OCCA’S COMMUNITY ACTIVITY PROGRAMS AND ITS SUBSIDIARY, ORANGE COUNTY
CHINESE SCHOOL (OCCS). OCCA BELONGS TO EVERYONE, INCLUDING ITS MEMBERS, FRIENDS, AND THOSE WHO
LOVE CHINESE CULTURE AND ARE INTERESTED IN LEARNING THE CHINESE LANGUAGE. FOR MORE DETAILS,
PLEASE VISIT US AT WWW.OCCANY.ORG OR WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/OCCANY/. THANK YOU!

OCCA 2019 Board of Directors: Kenneth Chan, Lan Jiang, Hongyin Wu, Zhenghui Li, Chenghua Deng, Guiying Zhang, Josh Shih, Juan Li, Kangjian Wu
OCCA/OCCS 2019 Advisers: Pak Leung, Jinlin Du, Ping Lu, Jim Jiang, and Qian He

OCCS 2019 Student Government Officers: Angela Qiu, Sunny Shi, Jolina Dong, Kai-li Kuo, Vicky Wong, Andy Wang, and Kevin Huang

Newsletter Editor-in-Chief: Nancy Song
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http://www.occany.org/
http://www.facebook.com/OCCANY/

